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Section 111

Desi idelines

The core area of the Village of Montgomery is distinguished by its quaint
“small town” character, riverfront location, stable traditional neighborhood,
and access to major transportation routes such as the railroads, Lake Street,
and US. Route 30. Starting from its earliest settlement, Montgomery'’s archi-
tectural and urban design forms continually took shape and have evolved into
more modern forms, including the architecture of new Village Hall and the ad-
jacent streetscape it inspired. The Design Guidelines for the potential transit
facilities and TOD area in Montgomery reflect these vernacular architecture
and urban design styles.
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Montgomery community members also contributed to the Design Guide-
lines, providing insight into their design preferences via the Visual Preference
Survey conducted at the Public Design Charrette (survey results are provided
in the Appendix).

The Design Guidelines are comprised of two parts:

(1) Architectural Design Guidelines define how the architecture for poten-
tial development reflect Montgomery’s past and present vernacular style
and relate to the streetscape and surrounding environment (i.e. corridors,
downtown, and riverfront).

(2) Urban Design Guidelines define the desired character for the “public
realm,” including streetscape and open space areas like the riverfront, par-
ticularly noting design elements such as landscaping, signage, and gate-
way features.

Collectively, the Architectural Design and Urban Design Guidelines have been
prepared to guide architects, builders and Village staff to maintain and further
enhance the architectural and “small town” urban character of Montgomery
as they plan for new development. The Design Guidelines were established
to be an important means to building the physical appearance and economic
prosperity of Montgomery’s potential transit facilities and TOD area. Success-
ful implementation of the guidelines will help create a unified vision that will
continue to promote the themes and characteristics unique to Montgomery.
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building & streetscape
form districts

Early settlement patterns that were once dominant features
during the formative years of Montgomery are still evident
in the landscape today.

Local buildings were historically located and constructed
out of utility. Thus, building orientation and appearance was
closely related to prominent Village features, such as the
Fox River, the railroad and major roadways.

Building appearance should reference early settlement patterns:

Industrial buildings located along the Fox River

were constructed to accommodate machines and were
therefore the largest utilitarian structures with the least
amount of ornament.

Commercial buildings located along the major roadway & railway
corridors were built to meet the needs of businesses, including

the transportation of goods, and were therefore long and linear
structures with an orientation towards rail & road corridors.

Mixed use commercial buildings located in the Village Center
were built to meet the needs of businesses, including local
trade, and were therefore smaller structures which often
incorporated traditional storefront proportions.

Residential buildings located beyond the commercial core
were built to meet the individual needs and tastes of
residents, expressing themselves through a variety of
building styles.
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The architectural Design Guidelines use historic models
of building orientation and building aesthetic as a general
framework for future development within the Village.

NOTE: Design Guidelines do not reflect proposed land uses.
For land use information, refer to the Preferred Framework Plan.

qvillage center
mixed use

river industrial
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. LOW PITCHED GABLE END ROOF
GABLE END ROOF

BALCONY WITH VIEWS TO THE RIVER

COMMON OPEN SPACE

DIVIDED + WITH VIEWS & ACCESS TO THE RIVER
WINDOWS - retail areas: cafe seating
-expressed & - residential areas: private yards/
lintels & sills T

I | outdoor seating

MASONRY WALL]

RIVERWALK

- decorative lighting

- native plantings

- wayfinding signage

- seating & overlook areas

CANOPIES

ACCESS DOORS

LIMESTONE WALL | ol

OUTDOOR RIVERWALK
SEATING PATHWAY

AREA 8-0” wd. min. FOX RIVER

partial elevation diagrammatic section

NATIVE PLANTINGS ALONG
RIVER EMBANKMENT

PUBLIC PATHWAY ALONG RIVER

DECORATIVE LIGHTING

NATIVE PLANTINGS

- canopy trees

- understory trees

- shrub massings

- perennials/ groundcover

COMMON OPEN SPACE AREA
- retail areas: cafe seating
- residential areas: private yards/ outdoor seating

RIVER OVERLOOK AREA

FOX RIVER

NOTE: Vehicular use and service areas
should occur along building faces
perpendicular to the River.

Maintain clear open views and access
along River and Roadway frontages.
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partial plan

design guidelines
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example photographs

HISTORIC INSPIRATIONS
f Industrial Building along the Fox River and Millrace
& Palmer & Brother Sash and Blind Factory

! DOMINANT BUILDING FEATURES
building scale: massive, low profile
building orientation: towards the river and millrace
exterior walls: masonry load bearing/
timber frame with stone cladding
roofs: gabled

historic ins p irations image credit: The History of Montgomery lllinois, 2001
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