
What is Sustainability? 

What is sustainability and what does it mean in Decatur?  These are two 
of the important questi ons the City, residents, and business leaders will 
answer through the course of this planning process.  While the traditi onal 
accepted defi niti on of “sustainability” defi nes it as meeti ng the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generati ons to meet 
their needs, the actual implementati on and practi ce of sustainability diff ers 
from community to community.  The planning process is an important fi rst 
step in being proacti ve to address energy conservati on, land use resources, 
increased recycling,  and water quality,  all while enhancing local economic 
development eff orts through the promoti on of sustainability, including 
“green jobs.” 

What is a Sustainablity Team?

The Sustainability Team is a group of Decatur offi  cials, residents, business 
and community leaders who represent a variety of interests including public, 
private, insti tuti onal, and non-profi t.  This team will assist in guiding the planning 
process through provision of directi on and vision, as well as ensuring successful 
implementati on.  The Sustainability Team would be the project “champion” and 
their roles will include: 
     Coordinate acti viti es of working groups;  
     Lead community engagement and marketi ng; and 
     Implement strategies.

The Sustainability Team will be supported by three Working Groups who will focus 
on the more specifi c issues within the disciplines of energy, land, and water.  

What is a Working Group?

The Working Groups will play the role of technical advisors to the Sustainability 
Team and  will be divided into the four specifi c disciplines of energy, land, 
recycling, and water.  

sus . tain . a . bil . i . ty

1: Meet the present needs without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs.  

-World Commission on Environment and Development (1987)

An increased value, marketability, and economic growth 
possibiliti es;
Reducti on in both public and private energy consumpti on and 
uti lity costs; 
Increase in worker producti vity and student performance;

Miti gati on of environmentally associated health risks;
A commitment and opportunity to become a model  
sustainable community; and
Public and private models for sustainable building and 
development practi ces.

Why Plan for Sustainability?

There are many benefi ts to the City, residents, and business to promote the implementati on of sustainability. Some of the most 
signifi cant are:

“The reconciliati on of growth and the 
environment...is the vast and grand work of the 
21st century.” 

--Dan Walters



Key Facts 

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
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Responsibility

Project Initi ati on  / Data Collecti on / Baseline Analysis City / Consultant

Initi ati on Meeti ng with Local Sustainability Team and Working 
Groups

April 14 City / Consultant / Sustainability Team / Working 
Groups

First All Day Charrett e: staff  meeti ng, Sustainability  Team, 
working groups, public meeti ng

May 19 City / Consultant / Sustainability Team / Working 
Groups / Public

Strategy Draft ing Consultant

Second All Day Charrett e June 30 City / Consultant / Sustainability Team / Working 
Groups / Public

Plan Draft ing Consultant

Present Plan to Sustainability Team Consultant 

Present Plan to City Council Consultant /  Sustainability Team

Environment

Social

Economic
Viable

Bearable Equitable

Sustainable

What are the Outcomes of the Project? 

The fi nal outcome of the planning process is to present clear and implementable 
strategies in order to create a truly sustainable Decatur community.  Sample 
outcomes include:

20% of Decatur is Agriculture or Open Space.
76% of Decatur is considered “Urban”.
60% of residenti al lots are less than 8,712 sq/ft  (1/5 an acre).
10% of residenti al lots are greater than 21,780 sq/ft  (1/2 an acre).
More than 60% of all electricity and more than 30% of all energy    
consumed in the United States are used in buildings.
25% of all treated water is used in buildings.

Energy:  Reduce energy consumpti on for households, energy saving strategies 
for Decatur business and insti tuti ons, and reduce growth of Vehicle Miles 
Traveled. 
Water: Increase in the use of natural stormwater management practi ces, and 
improve effi  ciency of water consumpti on.  
Land: Increase the total amount and quality of open space, and create a market 
to uti lize biomass energy crops.
Recycling: Increase parti cipati on in City recycling program, expand additi onal 
materials for recycling, and increase household and community composti ng.  


